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Lakshya’s mission needs a reset

If he doesn’t change his support system, India’s brightest talent is in danger of frittering away career

SHIVANINAIK
AUGUST 25

LAKSHYA SEN is no clueless
American named Emily, but he
definitely is 'on the precipice of
the rest of his life after a second
failed stab ata medal in Paris, like
the web series noted. That is to
say,a major shakeup is necessary
if Sen doesn't want to dawdle
away a very promising career,
waiting for medals to happen.

Paris may or might not be the
best place for singles. But don't
try playing singles at a
Badminton World
Championships, with a doubles
coach, who might not have the
pin-point advice that can yank
you out of a defensive quagmire,
no matter how spectacular that
diving retrieving looks.

A 21-17,21-19 scoreline for
54 minutes against World No Shi
Yuqi is huge props for how well
Sen fought to survive, but Korean
coach Yoo Yong-sung would
know he was nowhere close to
even taking a lead against the
Chinese World No 1. So it ended
up as a Round 1 loss, borne out
of not being equipped to winral-
lies, with not a smidgen of a
brightidea visible as Sen faltered.
He didn't even take breaks, or
deploy a reset ritual, or slow
things down to catch a breather,
collect his thoughts, and think
the next point through to flip the
momentum, that could explain
the 54 minutes.

Only flashes

There were exactly two
winners in that match, that of-
fered a glimpse of how good
Sen used to be, and where his
game ought to go: those were
toreach 15-17 in the second set,
and then 16-17, and they were
entirely Sen having had enough
of his own misery, and break-
ing free with audacity.
Everything else made him look
like a stepping stone in Yugqi's
march to world title ambitions,
while reduced to reacting, with
no play of his own.

There was an inevitability to
the Yugqi straight smash, neatly
landing next to the sideline. Sen,
with plenty of back troubles,
couldn't pivot fast enough to go
across and get the backhand in
each time. He might get to it 9
times, but there was always the
10th looming around the corner,
that his torso couldn't torque up

Lakshya Sen suffered a first round loss in the World Championships to top-ranked Shi Yu Qi in 54 minutes. BWF/Badminton Photo

to. The mistake, of course, was
on the previous return, giving
Yugqi the elevation to smash with
gusto. But compulsive retrieving
can't censor the lifts to that ex-
tent. Not even the best defensive
shuttler could have staved off
that 10th howitzer, grazing the
lines.

Compounding his problems
was Sen's inability to find the
lines precisely himself, as he
sprayed his smash, and allowed
Yuqi's lead to balloon. He was
managing to push the Chinese
back if he took control of the
net, but he lingered too long
and laboured too hard to finish
the kills, and looked strangely
lulled to take initiative. A side-
ways drift froze the shuttle for
both players, making them ten-
tative on net Kkills, but Sen -
who can summon the sharp-
ness - resisted the risk.

He almost needed to trail by
a bunch of points to be jolted
awake for starters. And then the
point at 17-19 in the opener,
perhaps led him down the
wrong assumption that it was
prolonged exchanges that
would draw mistakes out of the

Chinese. But Yuqi has won
every three out of the four
Super 1000 tournaments this
year, and is 9/9 clutch in big fi-
nals over last 16 months. In a
match full of 40+ shot long ral-
lies, Sen 16-19 then cleverly de-
celerated with tosses to frus-
trate Yuqi to make it a 2-point
set. But he was mistaken in be-
lieving Yuqi would fall for the
same trap the next time. Long
rallies, fantastic defense
weren't the right answer to be-
gin with.

Coachand father DK Sen cor-
rectly judged after the first set
that Yuqi was relying on his cross
courts to upstage, tire out, and
generally disorient Sen. Neither
he nor Yong-sung had an anti-
dote, though.

Sen once again went from 7-
11 t0 9-14to 13-15, using the last
possible opportunity in longral-
lies to pick points, delaying the
kill. And he once again awoke at
14-17 and played the OG Lakshya
Sen game: a prancing, fast, ex-
plosive stride at the net to scythe
for 15-17, and a reflex tap while
on his knees to pass Yuqi that got
him the applause. He had the

Day 2: Sindhu
and Prannoy
in action

New Delhi: PV Sindhu,
India's most successful
athlete at the event with
five medals, and HS
Prannoy, the country's
most recent medallist af-
ter his triumph in
Copenhagen, begin their
campaigns on Tuesday
with winnable fixtures.
Sindhu takes on world No
69 Kaloyana Nalbantova
ahead of sterner tests to
come. Prannoy, who has
now slid down toworld No
34, takes on Finnish world
No 48 Joakim Oldorff. ENS

lead whittled to 18-19 with an-
other accelerated, speedy sizzle
tothe net, where he looked hun-
gry to attack the shuttle.
That's when wicked fate
struck - Sen got wrongly lucky.
Deeply immersed in his de-

fensive shift, Sen picked up a
clearly bounced shuttle on the
line, and the return sailed over
the net.

Yugqi couldn't challenge and
was livid, replays showing it
had bumped too. Sen knew.
The Chinese, full of righteous
rage, took the next two points
with vengeance. And just like
that, it was over in Paris for Sen.
He seemed to clear the air with
the Chinese when they shook
hands on the bumped return,
but not unlike the Olympics
semifinal against Viktor
Axelsen, or the bronze playoff
against Lee Zii Jia, he will have
to stay content with "Well
played, better luck next time"
platitudes.

Sen over the last two years
is visibly different; he doesn't
jump higher, or move faster or
walk with a swagger, like be-
fore. There's adip just when he
ought to have built upon the
4th place finish at the
Olympics. Losses just don't cut
it, even against the World No 1.
To misquote Emily, "It's Paris.
Everyone's serious (only) about
the winner."

No headway in meeting between AIFF and FSDL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
BENGALURU, AUGUST 25

THE MEETING between the of-
fice-bearers of All India Football
Federation (AIFF) and its com-
mercial partners to resolve the
issues concerning the country's
domestic game did not make
much headway here on Monday.

In a statement issued after
the meeting, the AIFF said both
parties expressed confidence of
"arriving at a mutually agreed
proposal”, but there was no
mention of whether they have

held any discussion on when to
start the Indian Super League
and the Super Cup.

The matter, though, is sub-
judice.

The Supreme Court, which
heard the matter last Friday,
had directed the AIFF and
Football Sports development
Limited (FSDL), who are the
AIFF's commercial partners as
well as the ISL organisers, to
discuss the issue and come out
with a solution by August 28,
the next date of hearing.

"Both parties approached
the discussions in a constructive

and positive spirit and ex-
pressed confidence in arriving
at a mutually agreed proposal
that will ensure the continued
development and progress of
football in India," the AIFF said
in the statement.

"The joint proposal will be
submitted before the Hon'ble
Supreme Court on August 28.
The parties will make no fur-
ther comments while matter is
sub-judice.”

On August 18, the top court
agreed to hear the matter in-
volving arow between the AIFF
and FSDL over the fate of 11 ISL

clubs due to the non-renewal of
their contracts with the na-
tional federation and the tour-
nament's organisers.

The 11 clubs warned the AIFF
that they "face the real possibil-
ity of shutting down entirely" if
the impasse regarding the future
of the top-tier domestic compe-
tition is not resolved soon.

The crisis surfaced after FSDL
put the 2025-26 ISL season "on
hold" on July 11 due to uncer-
tainty over the renewal of the
MRA, prompting at least three
clubs to either pause first-team
operations or suspend player

and staff salaries.The clubs said
the impasse will also impact
India's readiness for interna-
tional matches, adding that
"without a functioning league,
our national team will be se-
verely disadvantaged in upcom-
ing AFC and FIFA tournaments."”
They also said that without the
ISL, they will not be able to play
aminimum number of compet-
itive matches for participating
in continental competitions,
thereby risking the suspension
of Indian clubs from Asian
Football Confederation (AFC)
tournaments.

Draws leave Sinquefield Cup on knife’s edge

MAYANK
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 25

THE SINQUEFIELD Cup 2025 in
Saint Louis remains aslow burner
asallfive clashesin the sixth round
ended in draws for the second
straight round on Sunday. This ef-
fectively means Fabiano Caruana
still leads the fifth and final event
of the Grand Chess Tour (GCT).

The Americansits on4 points,
courtesy his wins over defending
champion Alireza Firouzja and
last-placed Nodirbek
Abdusattorov of Uzbekistan. Close
on his heels, just half a point be-
hind, are R. Praggnanandhaa and
Levon Aronian, who both started
the event with impressive wins
before drawing the next five
rounds. D Gukesh remains in
eighth spot, one point behind the
leader.

India No.1 Praggnanandhaa
played outadraw against Poland’s
Jan-Krzysztof Duda, while world
champion D Gukesh survived an
attack from Firouzja.
Praggnanandhaa played with
slightly better accuracy against
Duda; however, it wasn't enough
tobeat the Pole, whowasinsome
trouble after misplacing his

bishop in the middle game. After
a one-day break, Duda appeared
far more composed in compari-
son to the initial few rounds.
Both players played arisk-free
game. By the 17th move, they had
already used more than an hour
of their 90 minutes allotted at the
start and still had to make more
than double the number of moves
with only a fifth of their time left.
Each player gets 90 minutes at the
start, witha30-second increment
per move. After 40 moves, 30 ad-
ditional minutes are added.
Praggnanandhaa had a
favourable position with a slight
advantage out of a Sicilian Alapin
opening with white pieces.Onthe
16th move, when Duda played his
bishop to f6 (16. Bf6), the engine
spiked in favour of the Indian, who
had a clear opportunity to press
for awin. But the moment he left
his e-pawn undefended by
castling queenside on the 18th
move (18. 0-0-0), all his hard-
earned advantage fizzled out.
Duda quickly chopped off the
pawnonthe e5 square and forced
Pragg to trade the dark-squared
bishop. Duda then went foranim-
pressive rook sacrifice, forcing
Praggnanandhaa to respond.
When the latter saw no real merit

World Champion D Gukesh
has a tough path to victory.
FIDE/Lennart Ootes

in the position, he accepted the
sacrifice from Duda before the
Pole won back his rook, and the
India No.1 ended the contest by
perpetual checks on Black's
queen.

Battle of prodigies

The Gukesh vs Firouzja clash
lived up to expectations. The
longest game of the night, played

for nearly five and a half hours,
saw an exciting battle.

Playing with white, Gukesh
had both positional and time ad-
vantage after the first 18 movesin
the Sicilian Najdorf. Still in his
opening preparation, Gukesh had
taken more than 45 minutes off
Firouzja's clock while his own
clock showed an hour and 32
minutes by move 15.

[t was at this point that things
started to go south for the Indian,
who quickly lost the positional
edge and had todefend aworsen-
ing position.

The Frenchman — touted as
the best speed chess player of his
generation — showed his
supreme time-management
skills to draw level on the clock in
just the next 10 moves.

By then, Firouzja already had
avery promising position, almost
a winning one, when his daunt-
ing pawn was running down the
f-file, looking to apply some seri-
ous pressure on White's king.
Gukesh gave a check to Black's
king while also attacking
Firouzja's queen, leaving his op-
ponent with two options - either
move away from White's line of
attack, or to trade queens.

Firouzja faltered big time here

and moved his king instead of the
queen, which allowed Gukesh to
pounce and go for a queen trade,
which nullified Firouzja's advan-
tage by the 30th move.

Itwas time for Firouzja to con-
vert the game withapawnadvan-
tage, while Gukesh had to show
his defensive skills. And the duo
battled it out on the board till the
very end. Gukesh played with pre-
cision under extreme time pres-
sure. In a knight-bishop ending
(slightly favourable for the bishop
— here for Firouzja) with one less
pawn, Gukesh was at his best to
keep Firouzja at bay, forcing him
to share the spoils and move to
three points.

Gukesh, placed eighth in a
field of 10 players, is just one
point behind leader Caruana.
With four spots available for
the GCT finals, both Gukesh and
Praggnanandhaa can qualify for
the event set to be played in
Brazil. Maxime-Vachier Lagrave
leads the standings with 28
points from three events and is
all but through to the finals.
Aronian (23.5), Firouzja (22.5),
and Caruana (20) were placed
behind him. Praggnanandhaa
is fifth (20) while Gukesh is
eighth (16).

Neeru wins gold at Asian Shooting C’ship

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHYMKENT, AUGUST 25

NATIONAL GAMES champion
Neeru Dhanda enjoyed one of
her finest days in the sport en
route to winning the women's
trap gold medal while compatri-
ots Aashima Ahlawat and
Bhowneesh Mendiratta claimed

bronze at the Asian Shooting
Championship here on Monday.

Neeru shot 43 in the final to
claim the top prize ahead of
Qatar's Bassil Ray (37) and
Aashima (29).

In the men's trap final,
Bhowneesh shot 45 to grab sil-
ver with Chinese shooters Ying
Qi (47) and Pengyu Chen (35)
winning the gold and bronze

medal respectively. Bhowneesh
was placed fourth in the qualifi-
cations, while Kynan Chenai was
15th.

Earlier in the day, double
Olympic medallist Manu Bhaker
finished fourth in the women's
25m pistolcompetition before
the Indian shooters swept the
junior event at the continental
tournament.

INDIA TOURISM DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED

CIN: L74899DL1965G01004363
Email: manishkumar@itdc.co.in, Website: https://www.itdc.co.in
Registered office: SCOPE Complex, Core-8, 6% Floor, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110003

NOTICE OF THE 60™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, E-VOTING INFORMATION AND BOOK CLOSURE

1. Notice is hereby given that the 60" Annual General Meeting (“AGM”) of the Members of the Company will be held
on Tuesday, the 16" September 2025 at 1200 Hours IST, through Video Conferencing (VC)/Other Audio Visual
Means (OAVM), without the physical presence of the members at common venue, pursuant to all the applicable
provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 (“the Act”) and the Rules made thereunder and the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 (“Listing Regulations”) to
transact the business set out in the AGM Notice dated 21 August, 2025. The information and instructions for
Members attending the AGM through VC/OAVM and e-voting during AGM, are explained in Notes to the Notice of
AGM. Members attending the AGM through VC/OAVM will be counted for the purpose of ascertaining the quorum
under Section 103 of the Act.

2. In accordance with the circulars of MCA and SEBI, the Notice of AGM and the Annual Report for the financial year
2024-25 comprising Financial Statements, Board's Report, Auditor’s Reports, CAG Comments and other documents
required to be attached therewith have been sent by email to all those Members of the Company, whose email
addresses are registered with the Company/Registrar Transfer Agent (RTA) or the Depository Participant(s). The
aforesaid documents are also available on the website of the Company at www.itdc.co.in and also on the websites
of the Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited and NSE Limited at www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com, respectively
and on the website of KFin Technologies Limited, the Registrar & Share Transfer Agent of the Company at
https://evoting.kfintech.com.

3. Notice is hereby given that pursuant to section 91 of the Act and Regulation 42 of the Listing Regulation, the
Register of Members and Share Transfer Book of the Company will be closed from Friday, the 12" September, 2025
to Tuesday, 16" September, 2025 (both days inclusive) for the purpose of annual closing. The record date for
payment of dividend to the shareholders is Tuesday, the 9*" September, 2025.

4. In compliance with the provisions of Section 108 of the Act read with relevant Rules thereunder and Regulation 44
of the Listing Regulations, the Company is pleased to provide its Members, facility to exercise their right to vote at
the 60" AGM and the business may be transacted through remote e-voting services. Remote e-voting is optional.
The facility of e-voting shall also be made available at the AGM. Members attending the AGM and who have not
already cast their vote by remote e-voting shall be able to exercise their right to cast vote at the AGM.

. The remote e-voting period will begin on Friday, 12" September 2025 from 09:00 A.M. and will end on Monday,
15t September 2025 at 05:00 P.M. The remote e-voting shall not be allowed beyond the said date and time.

. The manner of remote e-voting and e-voting at the AGM by the Members holding shares in physical mode or
dematerialized mode and for the Members who have not registered/updated their e-mail addresses with the
Company/Depository, is provided in the Notice of the AGM.

7. The cut-off date for determining the eligibility of the Members to vote by remote e-voting at the AGM is
Tuesday, 9*" September, 2025. A person whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the Register of
Beneficial Owners maintained by the Depositories as on the cut-off date, shall only be entitled to avail the facility
of remote e-voting.

8. Any person, who acquires shares of the Company and becomes Member of the Company after dispatch of the
Notice of AGM and holding shares as on the cut-off date i.e. Tuesday, 9" September, 2025 may follow the same
instructions for remote e-voting and e-voting at the AGM as mentioned in the Notice of AGM. Detailed procedure
for obtaining Login ID/User ID and Password is also provided in the Notice of the AGM.

9. Members who have already voted prior to the AGM may attend the AGM but shall not be entitled to vote at the
AGM.

10. Physical shareholders are hereby notified that based on SEBI Circular number: SEBI/HO/MIRSD/MIRSD-PoD-1
/P/CIR/2023/37, dated March 16', 2023, All holders of physical securities in listed companies shall register the postal
address with PIN for their corresponding folio numbers. It shall be mandatory for the security holders to provide
mobile number. Moreover, to avail online services, the security holders can register their e-mail ID. Shareholders can
register/update the contact details through submitting the requisite ISR 1 form along with the supporting
documents. ISR 1 Form can be obtained by following the link: https://ris.kfintech.com/ clientservices/isc/
default.aspx. Detailed FAQ can be found on the link: https://ris.kfintech.com/fag.html

. Members holding shares in dematerialised mode, who have not registered/updated their email addresses with
the Depository Participant(s), are requested to register/update their email addresses with their Depository
Participant(s).

12. Members are requested to read the instruction pertaining to e-voting printed in the AGM Notice carefully.
Any query pertaining to e-voting, please visit Help & FAQs section available at KFin website
(https://evoting.kfintech.com). In case of any other queries/grievances connected to remote e-voting or shares,
you may contact Mr. G. Sankara, an official of KFin, at toll free number 1800-309-4001 or at email:
evoting@kfintech.com

13. TDS on Dividend: Shareholders may note that in terms of provisions of the Income Tax Act, 1961 (“the Act”) as
amended by the Finance Act, 2020, dividend paid or distributed by a company on or after 1st April, 2020 is taxable
in the hands of the shareholders. The Company is, therefore, required to deduct tax at source at the time of
payment of dividend to the shareholders. In order to enable us to determine the appropriate TDS rate, as
applicable, shareholders are required to submit necessary forms/documents in accordance with the provisions of
the Income Tax Act upto 9th September, 2025. The necessary documents, as applicable, required to be emailed at
manishkumar@itdc.co.in to enable the company to determine appropriate TDS rates.

* Saksham Niveshak-Manner of registering KYC including bank details for receiving dividend

Pursuant to MCA circular dated July 16, 2025, ITDC has initiated a 100 days campaign for updation of KYC and other

related details of members including bank details to prevent transfer of unpaid/unclaimed dividends to IEPF.

Details of unpaid/unclaimed dividend lying with the company are available on https://itdc.co.in/wp-content/

uploads/2025/07/IEPF-2-Excel-Template-2023-24.pdf . For claiming the unpaid/unclaimed dividends, the members

are requested to update their KYC as given below :

The members holding shares in physical form — with the Company’s registrar at Kfin Technologies Ltd., Unit - India

Tourism Development Corporation Limited, Selenium Tower B, Plot No 31-32, Gachibowli, Financial District,

Nanakramgude, Hyderabad-500032. The forms for updating the same are available https://ris.kfintech.com/

clientservices/isc/isrforms.aspx .

) For shares held in dematerialized form- with the Depository Participants (DP) where the demat account is
maintained as per the process advised by DP.

Upon updation of KYC & bank details, members are requested to intimate the same to the RTA so that the

unpaid/unclaimed dividend can be credited to their bank account.
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For India Tourism Development Corporation Limited
Sd/-

(VK Jain)

Company Secretary

TqA A5 3nfadeaq &l 3ile - Tourism * Travel * Hospitality

Date: 26.08.2025
Place: New Delhi
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Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot

be held responsible for such
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damageincurred asaresultof
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associations or individuals
advertisingin its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.
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