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The 90-minute proceedings
on Wednesday saw NIA unsuc-
cessfully trying to link Rao with
killings of members of the secu-
rity forces by Maoists in Chhat-
tisgarh, Maharashtra, Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh over the
past few years; projecting him as
a “threat to the entire nation”;
and relying upon a top court
order denying bail to self-styled
saint Asaram in a minor’s rape
case although he was 81.

To oppose the grant of bail,
additional solicitor general SV
Raju, representing NIA, called
Rao a “very shrewd” person who
would deliberately “lie low” dur-
ing the interim bail period, “sur-
reptitiously waiting for an
opportunity to strike again”
against the nation. 

But the bench questioned
Raju if NIA’s charge sheet in the
Bhima Koregaon case men-
tioned the Maoist attacks on
security forces at all, making Rao
culpable for the deaths. 

“According to your charge
sheet, one person died, that too,
during protests at Bhima Kore-
gaon in Pune. But the documents
you are showing to us relate to
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Andhra and Telangana. Did any
person die there because of this
man (Rao)? Has your charge
sheet said anything? How do we
implant something in this case
which is not even a part of your
charge sheet?” the bench asked
the ASG, who tried to cite some
media reports on Rao’s associa-
tion with Maoists. 

About the alleged danger
posed to the country if Rao is
granted regular bail, the court

Varavara Rao
group,” the letter read. 

The letter added, “In addition
to the existing homologous pre-
caution dose, the option of a het-
erologous precaution dose with
Corbevax would be available to
all persons above 18 years of
age.” In homologous boosting, a
person is injected with the same
vaccine used for the two previ-
ous doses. 

While India has allowed the
mixing of vaccines only now,
there have been several studies
in various parts of the world that
have highlighted the likelihood
that heterologous boosting – or a
booster of a different dose than
the primary course – leads to
better immunity. 

A health care worker gives a 
dose of Covid-19 vaccine to a 
woman in Patna. 

Soumya Pillai

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Centre has
approved the use of Biological
E’s Corbevax as a precautionary
dose for those above the age of 18
fully vaccinated with Covishield
or Covaxin, the Union health
ministry announced on Wednes-
day, making it the first dose to be
approved as a mixed booster. 

In a letter written to all states
and union territories, Union
health secretary Rajesh Bhushan
said on Wednesday that the deci-
sion to “further redefine the pre-
caution dose administration
under Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme” was made “based on
scientific evidence, global prac-
tices and the recommendations
of domain knowledge experts.”

“Corbevax will be available as
precautionary dose after com-
pletion of six months or 26
weeks from the date of adminis-
tration of the second dose of
either Covaxin or Covishield vac-
cines for population above 18
years. This enables use of Cor-
bevax as a heterologous Covid-19
vaccine for precautionary dose
administration in this age

Senior officials from the
health ministry said the
approval for Corbevax is based
on the recommendations made
recently by the Covid-19 Working
Group of the National Technical
Advisory Group on Immunisa-
tion (NTAGI). 

“All necessary changes in
regard to the administration of
precaution dose of Corbevax
vaccine are being made on the
CoWin portal,” said a senior
health ministry official. 

Corbevax is being produced
by Hyderabad-based Biological E
with a license from the Texas
Children’s Hospital’s Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine, which devel-
oped the RBD protein subunit
platform vaccine. 

Dr Vivek Nangia, principal
director and head (pulmonol-
ogy) at Max Super Speciality
Hospital, Saket, said: “Not just in
the Indian context, but interna-
tionally also it is being seen that
heterologous vaccination has
been better... The booster
administration had slowed
down significantly but maybe
because of the government’s
decision people will start getting
their doses now,” said Dr Nangia.

Corbevax cleared for 

mixed booster in 18+

is that every woman above 18 years
of age will get ₹1,000 in their bank
account. This is not a revdi (free-
bie), it is their right. People’s 
money should go to people, not in
the Swiss bank,” said Kejriwal. 

“Some people ask why... There
are many daughters who do not 

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD: Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) convener and Delhi chief 
minister Arvind Kejriwal on 
Wednesday announced a monthly
stipend of ₹1,000 for women in 
Gujarat, if the party is voted to 
power in the assembly elections 
due later this year.  

Speaking at a town hall event in
Ahmedabad, Kejriwal also took a 
snipe at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s comments on the culture of
freebies. “Today, we have come to
give the fifth guarantee. It is for the
women of Gujarat. Our guarantee

have money to pay the fees in col-
lege... This money will help them 
in completing their education,” he
said.  Talking the issue of freebies 
earlier, Kejriwal said, “... After 75 
years of independence in this 
country, if someone says that giv-
ing free education is ‘free ki Revdi’,
then where will the children of our
poor go to study?” 

Countering him, Gujarat BJP
spokesperson Yamal Vyas said: 
“There are hardly 3,900 govern-
ment schools in Delhi as com-
pared to more than 33,000  in Guj-
arat, where nearly 52  lakh (5.2 
million) students’ study for free 
from classes 1-8...”

Kejriwal promises ₹1k monthly 
stipend for women in Gujarat 

Arvind Kejriwal

MUMBAI:  An NIA court on 
Wednesday allowed the ED to 
question Nagpur-based lawyer 
Surendra Gadling in a money 
laundering case.

The case is based on the Bhima
Koregaon violence case, in which 
the NIA has arrested 16 activists.

Special judge Rajesh Katariya
permitted ED officials to question
Gadling on August 17, 18, and 19 at
Taloja jail in Navi Mumbai, where
he is lodged. In its plea filed before
the court last week, the agency 
said  Gadling was involved in rais-
ing funds in collusion with other 
terrorist organisations.

Gadling, in his reply, said the
allegations made did not make out
an offence under the PMLA. HTC

COURT ALLOWS ED 
TO QUIZ GADLING

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court
on Wednesday granted perma-
nent medical bail to 82-year-old
P Varavara Rao in the Bhima
Koregaon  case, rejecting the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA)’s argument that an
accused booked under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) cannot be let out on
bail on grounds of old age or
medical condition. 

Noting that the octogenarian
has spent two-and-a-half years
behind bars as an under-trial
and was never accused of misus-
ing the liberty of interim bail, a
bench led by justice Uday U Lalit
granted regular bail to Rao with
usual conditions, such as not
leaving the jurisdiction of the
trial court in Mumbai and not
contacting  witnesses in the case.

Rao shall be free to avail med-
ical attention of his choice,
directed the court, adding that
he should keep NIA apprised of
his treatment. 

The bench, which included
justices Aniruddha Bose and
Sudhanshu Dhulia, further
recorded in its order, “the slug-
gish pace of the 2018 case, under-
lining that not only are certain
accused yet to be arrested, char-
ges have  not been framed
against those who were arrested
and jailed four years ago”.

Rao is among the activists,
lawyers, poets and scholars
arrested by NIA in connection
with alleged inflammatory
speeches made at the Elgar Pari-
shad conclave held in Pune on
December 31, 2017. This, the
police claimed, triggered vio-
lence the next day near the Kore-
gaon Bhima war memorial
located on the outskirts of the
western Maharashtra city, lead-
ing to death of one person and
injuries to several others. NIA
claims the accused have Maoist
links and indulged in anti-na-
tional activities. 

questioned Raju why NIA chose
not to file an appeal against the
February 2021 Bombay high
court order giving him interim
medical bail for six months. 

“... Further, there is nothing
on record to say he misused his
liberty which now stands
extended to one-and-half
years...You cite some emails to
us which means you have been
keeping a watch, tailing him. But
it is not your argument that he
abused his medical bail. You
have also not requisitioned the
trial court to go to his residence
or that you have any other
apprehension,” it added. 

At this point, the ASG cited
Asaram’s example, saying the
man was 81 but the Supreme
Court denied him bail in a rape
case. Raju claimed that in a
UAPA case, old age or medical
ailment cannot secure reprieve
for an accused, especially when
the offence alleged can be pun-
ished with a maximum penalty
of death sentence.

The court was, however,
unmoved. “If you say that age or
medical ailment is not a factor,
why did you not challenge the
high court order? Today, you
aren’t seriously disputing that he
is suffering from several ail-
ments. Look at the age as well.
He is 82. If a man suffers from
ailments at this age, he doesn’t
start recuperating. It can only
aggravate...” it added. 

Another submission by NIA
that Rao’s custodial interroga-
tion may still be required was
also not appreciated much by
the bench. It asked the ASG why
there was a delay of more than a
year in NIA taking over the
investigation. “Why so much
delay? The moment there is a
charge under UAPA, the state is
obliged to send a report to the
Centre...we are trying to see
whether you proceeded with dil-
igence or not. He was arrested in
August 2018 by the state police.
You took over in February 2019.
So, we take it that the require-

ment of law is fulfilled as far as
his custodial interrogation is
concerned,” it told Raju. 

On his part, the ASG then read
out emails purportedly written
by Rao to two persons, conspir-
ing to lead an armed rebellion
against the country. But the
court noted that one of the recip-
ients of the alleged mail is dead
while another is yet to be
arrested by NIA.  

Senior advocate Anand
Grover, appearing for Rao,
denied the veracity of these
emails. “We have a serious dis-
pute regarding how these emails
were planted. We will prove it
during the trial. But do I have to
be in custody till the trial is over?
I am a poet and a writer in Tel-
ugu literature. Is it in their inter-
est that I die in jail like Stan
Swamy? I am ready to stand trial
but why should I die in jail just
because they have invoked
UAPA,” Grover argued. 

Eighty four-year-old tribal
rights activist Stan Swamy, also
named in the same case, died in
judicial custody in Mumbai on
July 5 last year , even as his bail
application remained pending
before the high court since April
2021 while his health deterio-
rated. NIA had opposed his bail
contending there was no “con-
clusive proof” of his ailments.

Grover, at this point, submit-
ted that Rao should be allowed
to go to his hometown, Hydera-
bad, where his wife and his chil-
dren  reside. The senior lawyer
said his client could get afforda-
ble treatment for his ailments
there. The bench, however,
pointed out that Rao will have to
make a separate application in
this regard. 

It then passed the order grant-
ing permanent medical bail to
Rao, referring to his advanced
age; period of custody as an
under-trial; delay in framing of
charges in the case ; and the fact
that his medical condition has
not improved since he was given
interim bail in 2021.

SC grants bail to Varavara 
in Bhima Koregaon case 

S.A.D.’S MAJITHIA 
GRANTED BAIL 
CHANDIGARH:  The Punjab and
Haryana High Court on
Wednesday granted bail to
Shiromani Akali Dal leader Bik-
ram Singh Majithia in a drugs
case.

Majithia had surrendered
after the February 20 state
assembly polls and is currently
lodged in a Patiala jail.

He had approached the high
court on May 23, seeking bail in
the case registered against him
under various sections of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act
in December 2021. PTI

KOLKATA:  The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on Wednes-
day made its first arrest in con-
nection with the multi-crore
recruitment case in West Bengal
government schools. The CBI
arrested Santi Prasad Sinha, con-
venor of a five-member supervi-
sory committee which the Cal-
cutta high court had said was the
“root of the scam”. He was also
the advisor of the state school
service commission. Former SSC
chairman Ashok Saha was also
arrested.  HTC

CBI MAKES FIRST 
ARREST IN BENGAL 
RECRUITMENT CASE
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The 90-minute proceedings
on Wednesday saw NIA unsuc-
cessfully trying to link Rao with
killings of members of the secu-
rity forces by Maoists in Chhat-
tisgarh, Maharashtra, Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh over the
past few years; projecting him as
a “threat to the entire nation”;
and relying upon a top court
order denying bail to self-styled
saint Asaram in a minor’s rape
case although he was 81.

To oppose the grant of bail,
additional solicitor general SV
Raju, representing NIA, called
Rao a “very shrewd” person who
would deliberately “lie low” dur-
ing the interim bail period, “sur-
reptitiously waiting for an
opportunity to strike again”
against the nation. 

But the bench questioned
Raju if NIA’s charge sheet in the
Bhima Koregaon case men-
tioned the Maoist attacks on
security forces at all, making Rao
culpable for the deaths. 

“According to your charge
sheet, one person died, that too,
during protests at Bhima Kore-
gaon in Pune. But the documents
you are showing to us relate to
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Andhra and Telangana. Did any
person die there because of this
man (Rao)? Has your charge
sheet said anything? How do we
implant something in this case
which is not even a part of your
charge sheet?” the bench asked
the ASG, who tried to cite some
media reports on Rao’s associa-
tion with Maoists. 

About the alleged danger
posed to the country if Rao is
granted regular bail, the court

Utkarsh Anand
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NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court
on Wednesday granted perma-
nent medical bail to 82-year-old
P Varavara Rao in the Bhima
Koregaon  case, rejecting the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA)’s argument that an
accused booked under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) cannot be let out on
bail on grounds of old age or
medical condition. 

Noting that the octogenarian
has spent two-and-a-half years
behind bars as an under-trial
and was never accused of misus-
ing the liberty of interim bail, a
bench led by justice Uday U Lalit
granted regular bail to Rao with
usual conditions, such as not
leaving the jurisdiction of the
trial court in Mumbai and not
contacting  witnesses in the case.

Rao shall be free to avail med-
ical attention of his choice,
directed the court, adding that
he should keep NIA apprised of
his treatment. 

The bench, which included
justices Aniruddha Bose and
Sudhanshu Dhulia, further
recorded in its order, “the slug-
gish pace of the 2018 case, under-
lining that not only are certain
accused yet to be arrested, char-
ges have  not been framed
against those who were arrested
and jailed four years ago”.

Rao is among the activists,
lawyers, poets and scholars
arrested by NIA in connection
with alleged inflammatory
speeches made at the Elgar Pari-
shad conclave held in Pune on
December 31, 2017. This, the
police claimed, triggered vio-
lence the next day near the Kore-
gaon Bhima war memorial
located on the outskirts of the
western Maharashtra city, lead-
ing to death of one person and
injuries to several others. NIA
claims the accused have Maoist
links and indulged in anti-na-
tional activities. 

questioned Raju why NIA chose
not to file an appeal against the
February 2021 Bombay high
court order giving him interim
medical bail for six months. 

“... Further, there is nothing
on record to say he misused his
liberty which now stands
extended to one-and-half
years...You cite some emails to
us which means you have been
keeping a watch, tailing him. But
it is not your argument that he
abused his medical bail. You
have also not requisitioned the
trial court to go to his residence
or that you have any other
apprehension,” it added. 

At this point, the ASG cited
Asaram’s example, saying the
man was 81 but the Supreme
Court denied him bail in a rape
case. Raju claimed that in a
UAPA case, old age or medical
ailment cannot secure reprieve
for an accused, especially when
the offence alleged can be pun-
ished with a maximum penalty
of death sentence.

The court was, however,
unmoved. “If you say that age or
medical ailment is not a factor,
why did you not challenge the
high court order? Today, you
aren’t seriously disputing that he
is suffering from several ail-
ments. Look at the age as well.
He is 82. If a man suffers from
ailments at this age, he doesn’t
start recuperating. It can only
aggravate...” it added. 

Another submission by NIA
that Rao’s custodial interroga-
tion may still be required was
also not appreciated much by
the bench. It asked the ASG why
there was a delay of more than a
year in NIA taking over the
investigation. “Why so much
delay? The moment there is a
charge under UAPA, the state is
obliged to send a report to the
Centre...we are trying to see
whether you proceeded with dil-
igence or not. He was arrested in
August 2018 by the state police.
You took over in February 2019.
So, we take it that the require-

Charul Shah 

charul.shah@htlive.com 

MUMBAI: A special National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
court on Wednesday allowed
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) to question Nagpur-based
lawyer Surendra Gadling in a
money-laundering case. 

The ED’s case is based on the
Elgar Parishad-Bhima Koregaon
violence case in which the NIA
has arrested 16 activists, includ-
ing Gadling.  

Special judge Rajesh Katariya
permitted ED officials to ques-
tion Gadling on August 17, 18,
and 19 at Taloja jail in Navi
Mumbai where he is lodged. 

In its plea filed before the
court last week, the agency said
that the accused in the Elgar
Parishad-Bhima Koregaon vio-
lence case were members of the
banned Communist Party of
India (Maoist), and Gadling was
involved in raising funds in col-
lusion with other terrorist orga-
nisations to cause disaffection
towards India. To carry out
their regular activities, the
accused had received funds in
various bank accounts opened
in the names of their family
members and Gadling was the
prime suspect, it said. 

Gadling said the allegations
made against him did not make
out an offence under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering
Act. Special prosecutor Sunil
Gonsalves, who appeared for
the ED, said that the NIA inves-
tigation was limited to the
offence and it was the job of the
ED to track down the money
trail. “We are not asking for his
custody. We just want to record
his statement as we want to
unearth the proceeds of crime.”

COURT ALLOWS 

ED TO QUESTION 

NAGPUR LAWYER

Surendra Gadling HT ARCHIVES

ment of law is fulfilled as far as
his custodial interrogation is
concerned,” it told Raju. 

On his part, the ASG then read
out emails purportedly written
by Rao to two persons, conspir-
ing to lead an armed rebellion
against the country. But the
court noted that one of the recip-
ients of the alleged mail is dead
while another is yet to be
arrested by NIA.  

Senior advocate Anand
Grover, appearing for Rao,
denied the veracity of these
emails. “We have a serious dis-
pute regarding how these emails
were planted. We will prove it
during the trial. But do I have to
be in custody till the trial is over?
I am a poet and a writer in Tel-
ugu literature. Is it in their inter-
est that I die in jail like Stan
Swamy? I am ready to stand trial
but why should I die in jail just
because they have invoked
UAPA,” Grover argued. 

Eighty four-year-old tribal
rights activist Stan Swamy, also
named in the same case, died in
judicial custody in Mumbai on
July 5 last year , even as his bail
application remained pending
before the high court since April
2021 while his health deterio-
rated. NIA had opposed his bail
contending there was no “con-
clusive proof” of his ailments.

Grover, at this point, submit-
ted that Rao should be allowed
to go to his hometown, Hydera-
bad, where his wife and his chil-
dren  reside. The senior lawyer
said his client could get afforda-
ble treatment for his ailments
there. The bench, however,
pointed out that Rao will have to
make a separate application in
this regard. 

It then passed the order grant-
ing permanent medical bail to
Rao, referring to his advanced
age; period of custody as an
under-trial; delay in framing of
charges in the case ; and the fact
that his medical condition has
not improved since he was given
interim bail in 2021.

SC grants bail to Varavara 
in Bhima Koregaon case 

Varavara Rao
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