


Shivpal Yadav and Akhilesh Yadav

S Jaishankar

ing the meeting, I had a long dis-
cussion with him over the strat-
egy of contesting the forthcom-
ing assembly elections 2022
together,” he said. 

This is the sixth alliance
forged by the SP, which is aiming
to dislodge the Bharatiya Janata
Party from power in Uttar Pra-
desh in elections scheduled early
next year. On November 3, Akh-
ilesh had hinted about an alli-
ance with PSP-L at his ancestral
village Saifai in Etawah district
of UP. Shivpal, the younger
brother of Akhilesh’s father and
SP founder Mulayam Singh
Yadav, was considered a top

leader of the SP and served as a
senior minister when Akhilesh
was chief minister between 2012
and 2017. 

But the two leaders had a bit-
ter fallout over control of the
party before the 2017 assembly
elections. Beginning August
2016, both leaders hurled verbal
barbs at each other for months,
eventually leading to more dis-
sension in the party and its poor
performance in the 2017 assem-
bly elections, when it was routed
from everywhere except its
pocket boroughs in central UP.

Shivpal floated the PSP-L
before the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
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Central Asia as part of its
extended neighbourhood,” he
added. 

Bagchi indicated that develop-
ments in Afghanistan following
the Taliban takeover in August
are expected to figure in the dis-
cussions. “I would think that
given the interests of the mem-
bers of this dialogue, regional
developments will certainly be
an important element of their
conversation,” he said. 

Regional connectivity, too, is
an important element and the
foreign ministers will discuss
ways to strengthen trade and
transit links between India and
Central Asia, he said. They
would look at multiple modali-
ties, including Iran’s Chabahar
port and other options, he
added. 
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LUCKNOW: A five-year-old feud
within Uttar Pradesh’s influen-
tial Yadav family finally ended
on Thursday with Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
announcing an alliance with his
estranged uncle Shivpal Yadav
for the upcoming state polls.

Akhilesh drove to Shivpal’s
residence in Lucknow and later
tweeted a photo with his uncle,
who left the SP and formed the
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party-
Lohia (PSP-L) in 2019. 

”Met PSP-L national president
and the alliance has been
decided. The policy of taking
along regional parties has con-
tinuously strengthened Samaj-
wadi Party and taking the SP and
alliance partners towards his-
toric victory,” said Akhilesh. 

Later in the day, Shivpal also
tweeted the picture of the two.
”Today the Samajwadi Party
national president Akhilesh
Yadav ji had a courtesy meeting
with me at (my) residence. Dur-

tions. He contested against SP
candidate and then sitting MP
Akshay Yadav from Firozabad.
However, both lost as the BJP
wrested the seat from the SP.
Shivpal has had limited electoral
success but continues to wield
influence in districts like Eta-
wah, Mainpuri, Forozabad, Agra
and Mathura.

On Thursday, as the two lead-
ers came together, hundreds of
supporters of both parties gath-
ered outside Shivpal’s residence,
raising the slogan “chacha bhat-
ija zindabad (long live the uncle
and nephew)”. 

“This is a happy and positive
political development. This will
strengthen the anti-BJP forces
and consolidate the Lohiawadi
and socialist movement in the
country. Shivpalji had always
been trying for this alliance for
removal of the BJP,” said Deepak
Mishra, a PSP-L leader. 

Samajwadi Party state spokes-
person Rajendra Chaudhary said
“Akhilesh Yadav ji is allying with
small, regional parties. And SP
will form the next government”.

Akhilesh, uncle Shivpal form 
alliance ahead of UP elections

Congress Member of Legislative
Council (MLC) Deepak Singh,
during the Question Hour.

The MLC had sought the gov-
ernment’s response on alleged
claims by ministers that Covid-19
patients were dying due to lack
of oxygen in the state. 
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LUCKNOW: The Uttar Pradesh
government on Thursday told
the legislative council (Vidhan
Parishad) that no deaths due to
the lack of oxygen were reported
in the state during the second
wave of the Covid-19 pandemic
between April and May this year.

It added that the death certifi-
cates of more than 20,000 people
who succumbed to the virus
made no mention of “death due
to lack of oxygen”.

“The state did not report any
death due to lack of oxygen,”
health minister Jai Pratap Singh
said in response to a query by

“Many ministers wrote letters
saying deaths are taking place
due to lack of oxygen in the state.
Several MPs had also made such
complaints. Many incidents of
deaths due to lack of oxygen had
come to light. Is there any infor-
mation with the government
about these deaths in the entire
state? Did the government not
see the bodies floating in the
Ganga and people suffering due
to lack of oxygen?” he asked.. 

Rejecting the government’s
claims, Samajwadi Party MLC
and state spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said: “Barring the
government, all know the truth
behind Covid deaths. This gov-
ernment is unaware.”

No deaths due to O2 shortage during 
second wave: UP govt in assembly

Jai Pratap Singh
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NEW DELHI: Encroachment on
government land is a sad story
going on in the country for 75
years, said the Supreme Court
on Thursday as it directed the
demolition of nearly 1,200
slum units in Gujarat and Har-
yana and directed the Indian
Railways, state governments
and concerned municipal
authorities to equally bear the
cost of compensating the
affected residents for a period
of six months till those eligible
under existing government

schemes are provided with
alternative housing.

The slums situated in Surat
and Faridabad were located on
railways land; in the case of the
Surat slum, the demolition was
necessitated by the Surat-Udh-
na-Jalgaon railway line project,
sanctioned in 2018.

The cases wound their way

up to the Supreme Court,
which clubbed them since both
concerned railway land. 

Ruing the fact that encroach-
ment of public land is prevent-
ing planned development of cit-
ies at the expense of taxpayer
money, a bench of justices AM
Khanwilkar, Dinesh Mahesh-
wari and CT Ravikumar said,
“This is a sad story going on in
the country for 75 years and it
is ultimately the taxpayers’
money that goes down the
drain.” 

The court added:  “It is time
that local authorities get acti-
vated…All our major cities are

turning into slums. If you (cor-
porations) do not allow
encroachments to happen,
there will be planned develop-
ment everywhere.”

While the Court said that the
primary responsibility to pre-
vent encroachment and protect
government land is that of the
local authority, it also appor-
tioned the liability equally
upon railways (owner of land
in question) and  the states.
Together, the three will have to
pay a solatium of ₹2000 per
month to each of the house-
holds affected by the demoli-
tion for the next six months.

{ ENCROACHMENT ON GOVT LAND }  

SC DIRECTED THE 
DEMOLITION OF 
NEARLY 1,200 SLUM 
UNITS IN GUJARAT 
AND HARYANA 

All major cities turning into slums: SC
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BELAGAVI: Karnataka home min-
ister Araga Jnanendra on Thurs-
day defended the state govern-
ment’s proposed anti-conversion
bill, stating that religious conver-
sion was a big social challenge 
and the Indian culture won’t sur-
vive if it is not stopped.

Under the bill, which the state
government is likely to table dur-
ing the ongoing assembly session,
any person who wishes to convert
has to submit an application to 
the deputy commissioner, who 
will inquire if the conversion is by
force, the minister said. “Conver-
sion is a big social challenge... If 
we don’t stop these conversions, 
Indian culture and core religions
will not survive. We are being 
asked to bring this bill by mem-
bers of society since it (the issue) 
has reached such alarming lev-
els,” he told HT.

The proposed bill has triggered
a row , with Christian groups 
stating that it might hurt the reli-
gious harmony in Karnataka. CM
Basavaraj Bommai earlier in the 
week maintained that the bill is 
only to prevent religious conver-
sions by inducements. 

INDIAN CULTURE 
WON’T SURVIVE 
IF CONVERSIONS 
NOT STOPPED: 
K’TAKA MINISTER 

Rezaul H Laskar
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NEW DELHI: The situation in
Afghanistan and regional con-
nectivity will be in focus when
external affairs minister S Jais-
hankar meets his counterparts
from five Central Asian states for
the third India-Central Asia Dia-
logue in New Delhi on December
19. India is hosting the three-day
dialogue for which the foreign
ministers of Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmeni-
stan and Uzbekistan will be visit-
ing the country. Tajikistan for-
eign minister Sirojiddin
Muhriddin will also be on an
official bilateral visit from
December 18 to 20 at the invita-
tion of Jaishankar. 

New Delhi is looking at the
possibility of having the leaders
of the Central Asian states as the
chief guests at next year’s
Republic Day celebrations.

The India-Central Asia Dia-
logue will see the foreign minis-
ters discuss ways to strengthen
relations, with the focus on
trade, connectivity and develop-
mental cooperation, external
affairs ministry spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi told a regular
media briefing. “India considers

The Indian government has
focused on bolstering its ties
with the Central Asian states by
capitalising on the relations of
both sides with Russia. In 2015,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
became the first Indian premier
to have visited all five Central
Asian states in a single trip. 

The outreach towards Central
Asia is seen as a counter to
China’s creeping influence. The
Taliban takeover of Kabul and
shared concerns about the spill-
over of terrorism and instability
from Afghanistan have emerged
as a shared concern and the
national security chiefs of all five
Central Asian states attended a
regional security conference on
Afghanistan hosted by India last
month. 

Jaishankar visited Kazakh-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan this year, and also
held a meeting with his Turk-
menistan counterpart. 

The dialogue is “symbolic of
the interest on the part of all
member countries for greater
engagement...in a spirit of
friendship, trust and mutual
understanding”, Bagchi said.
The five Central Asian foreign
ministers will make a joint cour-
tesy call on Modi. 

India’s Central Asia meet 
to focus on Afghan issue
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against Shukla upon completing 
its investigation. The government
accorded the sanction in Novem-
ber last week, enabling the CBI to 
submit the charge sheet in court. 

Officials who didn’t want to be
named said they presented “suffi-
cient evidence” against Shukla and
others in the final report (charge 
sheet). 

Shukla, who retired from ser-
vice in July 2020, is accused of tak-

Neeraj Chauhan
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NEW DELHI:  The Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) has filed a 
charge sheet against retired judge
of the Allahabad high court justice
Narayan Shukla and others in its 
judicial corruption probe involv-
ing Lucknow-based Prasad Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences, people 
familiar with the development 
said on Thursday.

The charge sheet was filed ear-
lier this week in the court of spe-
cial judge Anil Kumar Sisodia at 
Rouse Avenue Court in Delhi 
under Prevention of Corruption 
Act and criminal conspiracy char-
ges. The court listed the matter for
December 20. 

As first reported by HT on
November 12, the central agency 
sought prosecution sanction 

ing a bribe for passing an order 
that favoured the Lucknow-based
medical college, which was dis-
barred in May 2017 from admit-
ting students by the Medical Coun-
cil of India (MCI), the country’s 
medical education regulator. 

He was under investigation for
criminal conspiracy, sections of 
the Prevention of Corruption Act 
which deal with accepting bribes,
and criminal misconduct along 
with retired Orissa high court 
judge IM Quddusi, Bhagwan 
Prasad Yadav, and Palash Yadav of
Prasad Education Trust, an inter-
mediary, Bhawana Pandey and 
another alleged middleman 
Sudhir Giri.  In all, two first infor-
mation reports (FIRs) were filed in
the Prasad Education Trust matter
– first in September 2017 naming 
Quddusi and the middlemen and 
another in December 2019. 

CBI files charge sheet on retired 
Allahabad HC judge in graft case

JUSTICE SHUKLA IS 
ACCUSED OF 
TAKING A BRIBE 
FOR PASSING AN 
ORDER THAT 
FAVOURED A 
LUCKNOW-BASED 
MEDICAL COLLEGE

the man has the opportunity to 
prepare himself for life and earn-
ing up to 21 years,” said Jaitly.

Jaitly said the task force submit-
ted its recommendations to the 
Prime Minister’s Office, the Union
ministry of women and child 
development and NITI Aayog last
December. The other members in
the panel were V K Paul, member
(health) NITI Aayog; the secretar-
ies of the higher education, school
education, health, women and 
child development, legislative 
departments apart from academi-
cians Najma Akhtar, Vasudha 
Kamat and Dipti Shah.

The government may amend
the 2006 Prohibition of Child Mar-
riage Act to enact the watershed 
reform, said the people quoted in 
the first instance. The decision 
comes a year after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said the Centre 
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NEW DELHI:  The Union govern-
ment is planning to bring a bill to 
increase the minimum legal age of
marriage for women from 18 to 21,
people familiar with develop-
ments said, underlining a far-
reaching decision that will require
modification in faith-based per-
sonal laws dealing with marriage 
and inheritance.

The Union Cabinet cleared the
proposal in its meeting on 
Wednesday and the government 
plans to bring the bill — which will
bring the minimum age of mar-
riage for women at par with that of
men — in the ongoing winter ses-
sion of Parliament, said the people
quoted above. 

At present, the legal age of
women to get married is 18 while 
that of men is 21. The decision is 
based on the recommendation of a
task force led by former Samata 
Party chief Jaya Jaitly. 

“If we talk about gender equity
and gender empowerment in 
every field, we cannot leave mar-
riage out because this is a very odd
message that a girl can be fit to be
married at 18 that cuts away her 
opportunity to go to college, and 

was deliberating on what the mini-
mum age for marriage of women 
should be. 

If passed by Parliament, the
amended minimum age for 
women will require amendments
in a raft of laws, including the 1954
Special Marriage Act, the 1955 
Hindu Marriage Act, the 1872 
Indian Christian Marriage Act, the
1936 Parsi Marriage and Divorce 
Act, among others. Also laws on 
inheritance, maintenance and 
divorce might need to be amended
too.  Jaitly said the panel con-
ducted assessment calls with 
young people and found almost 
everyone agreed. “We should give
the girl an opportunity to earn and
be equal to a man and she cannot 
become equal at 18 years when 
man has 21 years to do that.” 

Some experts, however, cau-
tioned that the move might back-
fire as it didn’t address the under-
lying causes of early marriages 
and ignored existing socio-eco-
nomic differences. 

“No one is in disagreement that
women should not be married 
early.... We need to make invest-
ments in educating both girls and
boys so that they themselves don’t
get married early,” said Bharti Ali,
director of HAQ: Centre for Child 
Rights, a child rights NGO. 

Govt may table bill to raise 
women’s marriage age to 21

THE CABINET HAS 
CLEARED THE 
PROPOSAL TO 
INCREASE THE 
LEGAL AGE OF 
MARRIAGE FOR 
WOMEN TO 21 YRS

Jayashree Nandi
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NEW DELHI:  A bill which seeks to
reduce the pressure on wild
medicinal plants by encouraging
cultivation of such plants and
facilitating fast-tracking of
research, patent application
process and transfer of research
results was introduced in Parlia-
ment on Thursday. 

Union environment minister
Bhupender Yadav introduced the
Biological Diversity (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021 amid din created
by the Opposition over the Lakh-
impur Kheri violence issue.

The bill was drafted following
concerns by traditional Indian

medicine practitioners, seed sec-
tor, and industry and research
sector over compliance burden
in the Biological Diversity Act
2002, which was enacted for
conservation of biological diver-
sity and ensure fair and equita-
ble sharing of the benefits aris-
ing out of the use of biological
resources with indigenous and
local communities.

As per the bill, these sectors
urged the Centre to “reduce com-
pliance burden to encourage col-
laborative research and invest-
ments, simplify patent applica-
tion process, widen the scope of
levying access and benefit shar-
ing with local communities and
for conservation of biological
resources”. 

Biological diversity bill 
tabled amid Oppn protest 
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NEW DELHI:  The report of the
joint parliamentary committee
studying the proposed data pro-
tection law was tabled in both
houses of parliament on Thurs-
day, after almost two years of
deliberations, but continued to
cause concern among civil soci-
ety members and opposition
leaders that the proposals will
be inadequate in protecting
individual privacy and give the
state far-reaching powers.

The report carries several
suggestions that in effect give
the government a wider berth
on obligations and private com-
panies a stricter guardrail to fol-
low, as reported by HT on
November 23, while also sug-
gesting new mechanisms to reg-
ulate social media companies.

Among some of the new pro-
posals is a plan to “age-gate”
content and access to digital
services for children, requiring
companies to appoint guardians
of data and needing those that
deal primarily with services for
children to to register them-
selves with the government. 

The report will likely be slot-
ted for a discussion, following
which the government will

re-introduce the bill — the rec-
ommendations are not binding.

The JPC was set up in 2019
after parliamentarians were
divided over several provisions
of the personal data protection
bill, which was meant to put a
legal shape to the Right to Pri-
vacy that was made a funda-
mental right by the Supreme
Court in 2017. The law will cover
the rights people will have over
their data and obligations for
those that deal with such data,
which will impact the industry
at large. 

Seven of the 30 members in

the committee submitted dis-
sent notes, saying the proposals
give “unbridled power” to the
government while creating a
differentiating in the obligations
of private and government enti-
ties. 

According to an industry
expert who asked not to be
named, the recommendation
around age-gating will only act
as a deterrent. “Children use
social media platforms for a lot
of different, including to access
educational material,” the per-
son said. “This has been a con-
cern that has been highlighted

to the committee.”
Experts said the committee

did not address the significant
concerns that arose with the bill
that was introduced in 2019. 

“The committee has not done
enough to tighten restrictions
on the government. The com-
mittee has added “reasonable
and necessary” to Clause 35, but
it is no safeguard and can be
easily circumvented. The com-
mittee should have recom-
mended the deletion of this
clause in entirety,” said Raman
Jit Singh Chima, Asia-Pacific
policy director at Access Now, a
global tech policy think tank.

“The exemptions provided
are exemplary as compared to
data laws internationally. There
seems to also be a degree to
which industry lobbying has
worked, they have diluted the
penalty, which is remarkable
since even the Competition
Commission of India says a per-
centage of the global turnover
has to be paid. Even the [Euro-
pean Union law] GDPR has such
provisions,” he added. 

Chima also said the panel’s
proposal to treat social media
companies as publishers and
determine their liability “is a
first for any data protection
law”.

House report on data bill 
tabled, Oppn flags concern

Rajya Sabha proceedings underway during the winter session of 
Parliament, in New Delhi on Thursday. PTI
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NEW DELHI:  The parliamentary 
standing committee on home 
affairs on Thursday expressed 
concern over the not-implementa-
tion of 15 recommendations it had
made on Covid strategy in its pre-
vious report.

“The Committee expresses its
concern over the non-implemen-
tation of 15 of its recommenda-
tions contained in Chapter-III and
desires the ministry should take 
necessary action and furnish con-
vincing replies... within a time 
frame of three months after pre-
sentation of the report,” the panel
said in its report.

The committee, headed by Con-
gress leader Anand Sharma, said it
had suggested the government 
should draw up a national plan 
under National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) Act, 2005
and Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 
for quick response to such a crisis.
“The Committee notes that NDMA
had prepared the National Disas-
ter Management Plan (NDMP) in 
May, 2016 which was revised in 
November, 2019, i.e. before the 
onset of Covid-19 pandemic in 
India. The committee recom-
mends the NDMA may revise 
NDMP to include the lessons 
learned and experience gained in 
the management of Covid-19.”

SUGGESTIONS ON 
COVID STRATEGY 
NOT IMPLEMENTED, 
SAYS HOUSE PANEL  

Sweta Goswami 

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Union govern-
ment has dropped at least four 
major clauses from the draft Elec-
tricity (amendment) Bill, 2021 
after receiving objections from 
various stakeholders, including 
the farmers, state-owned distribu-
tion companies and power utility
staff associations, according to 
senior officials in the power min-
istry. 

The Centre has dropped the
clause of direct benefit transfer 
(DBT) on power subsidies from 
the proposed bill besides drop-
ping the provision of creating a 
new “Electricity Contract Enforce-

ment Authority” that was sup-
posed to adjudicate on contracts,
senior ministry officials told HT, 
on condition of anonymity. 

These changes will soon be
tabled before the Union Cabinet 
for approval, they said.

The bill, senior officials told
HT, is unlikely to the tabled in the
ongoing session of Parliament. 
This is because according to the 
agreement between Samyukt 
Kisan Morcha (SKM), one of the 
key farmer unions that protested 
against the now repealed farm 
laws for over a year, and the Cen-
tre, the government will now dis-
cuss the Electricity (Amendment)
Bill 2021 with farmers before it is 
tabled in Parliament.

Govt drops 4 clauses 
from draft power bill

NEW DELHI:  Vice President
Venkaiah Naidu on Thursday
called on members of parlia-
ment and legislative assemblies
and gram pradhans to conduct
regular review meetings at dis-
trict and sub-district levels to
ensure a gender-sensitive
approach to tuberculosis  erad-
ication.

 “As elected representatives,
you too are responsible for
fulfilling this mission of ‘TB
Mukt Bharat’ by 2025. I encour-
age MPs, MLAs and gram prad-
hans to take regular district
and sub-district level reviews to
ensure a gender-sensitive
approach to TB eradication,” he
said.  HTC

NAIDU URGES MPS, 
MLAS TO HELP IN 
FIGHT AGAINST TB
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